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October 25, 2005
Dear Editor:
A child has been struck by her parent and has a black eye.  Dog feces and garbage are found piled up in the home.  Another child reports that his dad is doing drugs.  The home is also found to be filthy, and drugs and drug paraphernalia are found in the home.  A baby is born with methamphetamine in her system.  A 4-year-old is found wandering in the street.  This is not the first time this has been reported.  An assessment uncovers substance abuse, domestic violence in the home, and a mother who has no positive support system.  A child witnesses his stepfather hitting and holding down his mother, causing bruises.  There is a lot of yelling and fighting.  THESE ARE OUR CHILDREN, THE CHILDREN OF YORK COUNTY.

There are close to 70 abused and/or neglected children in the York County Court system.  Half of these children come from families who have domestic violence issues.  About 40% are in the system due to their parents’ involvement with the drug, methamphetamine. Other children are abused/neglected due to other drugs (alcohol), parental mental illness, and unsanitary living conditions.  WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO DO SOMETHING for these children, and to work to combat these ills in our community.  CASA IS DOING SOMETHING.
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA’s) are trained to speak out on behalf of the abused and neglected children in our county.  Recently, a sibling group achieved permanency when they were placed in a legal guardianship situation with their foster parents.  The CASA assigned to these children, continued to advocate for the children’s best interest until permanency was achieved.  Another CASA is finally seeing the fruits of her advocacy as the children she speaks out for are now being adopted by families they have bonded with and call their own.  CASA ADVOCACY WORKS.  CASA children achieve permanency, and safety issues are addressed in a more timely manner than if a CASA advocate is not assigned to a case.
Call #362-5454 to find out how you can become a CASA Advocate, or to help abused and neglected children in some other way.
For the Children,

Carol Knieriem,

Executive Director CASA for York
CASA for York County• 510 Lincoln Avenue • York, NE  68467
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